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(57) ABSTRACT

This document discloses a solution for outputting a message
sequence chart in a computer apparatus. Messages trans-
ferred in a communication network are acquired, wherein
the messages are logically divided into control plane mes-
sages and data plane messages and each message is associ-
ated with its transmission direction. Display of the control
plane messages is caused on a display screen in the message
sequence chart and in a form where each control plane
message is displayed together with a unidirectional indicator
indicating the transmission direction of the control plane
message. Display of the data plane messages is caused in the
message sequence chart in a compressed form with a single
multidirectional indicator representing a plurality of data
plane messages and indicating the transmission directions of
the plurality of data plane messages.
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1
DISPLAYING SIGNAL FLOWS IN
NETWORK ANALYSIS TOOL

FIELD

The invention relates to the field of network analyser
devices and, particularly, arranging display content in such
a network analyser device.

BACKGROUND

A network analyser may be connected to a communica-
tion network and monitor transfer of messages in the com-
munication network. The network analyser may connect to
an interface or a network node and capture messages trans-
ferred through the interface or to/from the network node.
The captured messages may be stored in a database from
which they may be retrieved for display in a network
analysis tool.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

According to an aspect of the invention, there is provided
a method for outputting a message sequence chart in a
computer apparatus, the method comprising: acquiring mes-
sages transferred in a communication network, wherein the
messages are logically divided into control plane messages
and data plane messages and each message is associated
with its transmission direction; causing display of the con-
trol plane messages on a display screen in the message
sequence chart and in a form where each control plane
message is displayed together with a unidirectional indicator
indicating the transmission direction of the control plane
message while the data plane messages in the message
sequence chart in a compressed form with a single multidi-
rectional indicator representing a plurality of data plane
messages and indicating the transmission directions of the
plurality of data plane messages.

According to another aspect of the invention, there is
provided an apparatus, comprising at least one processor and
at least one memory including a computer program code.
The at least one memory and the computer program code are
configured, with the at least one processor, to cause the
apparatus to: acquire messages transferred in a communi-
cation network, wherein the messages are logically divided
into control plane messages and data plane messages and
each message is associated with its transmission direction;
cause display of the control plane messages on a display
screen in a message sequence chart and in a form where each
control plane message is displayed together with a unidi-
rectional indicator indicating the transmission direction of
the control plane message while causing display of the data
plane messages in the message sequence chart in a com-
pressed form with a single multidirectional indicator repre-
senting a plurality of data plane messages and indicating the
transmission directions of the plurality of data plane mes-
sages.

According to another aspect, there is provided a computer
program product embodied on a non-transitory distribution
medium readable by a computer and comprising program
instructions which, when loaded into an apparatus, execute
a computer process for outputting a message sequence chart
in the apparatus, the process comprising: acquiring mes-
sages transferred in a communication network, wherein the
messages are logically divided into control plane messages
and data plane messages and each message is associated
with its transmission direction; causing display of the con-
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2

trol plane messages on a display screen in the message
sequence chart and in a form where each control plane
message is displayed together with a unidirectional indicator
indicating the transmission direction of the control plane
message while the data plane messages in the message
sequence chart in a compressed form with a single multidi-
rectional indicator representing a plurality of data plane
messages and indicating the transmission directions of the
plurality of data plane messages.

Embodiments of the invention are defined in the depen-
dent claims.

LIST OF DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present invention are described
below, by way of example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which

FIG. 1 illustrates a network analysis scenario to which
embodiments of the invention may be applied;

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of a process for displaying a
message sequence chart according to an embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 3 illustrates a compressed view of a message
sequence chart according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 4 illustrates an expanded view of a message
sequence chart according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 5 illustrates a structure of a network server and a
client computer comprised in the network analysis system
according to an embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 6 illustrates a flow diagram of a process for provid-
ing a message sequence chart for display in the client
computer according to an embodiment of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following embodiments are exemplary. Although the
specification may refer to “an”, “one”, or “some” embodi-
ment(s) in several locations, this does not necessarily mean
that each such reference is to the same embodiment(s), or
that the feature only applies to a single embodiment. Single
features of different embodiments may also be combined to
provide other embodiments. Furthermore, words “compris-
ing” and “including” should be understood as not limiting
the described embodiments to consist of only those features
that have been mentioned and such embodiments may
contain also features/structures that have not been specifi-
cally mentioned.

FIG. 1 illustrates a display of a network analysis tool.
Referring to FIG. 1, a network analysis system 130 may be
connected to a communication network 140 and configured
to monitor network traffic in the communication network
140. The communication network may comprise one or
more computer networks, e.g. a radio access network of a
cellular communication system, a core network of the cel-
Iular communication system, Internet Protocol (IP) based
communication network(s), etc. The cellular communication
system may comprise a Universal Mobile Telecommunica-
tion System Long-term Evolution (UMTS LTE) or a similar
cellular communication system.

The network analysis system 130 may be configured to
capture packets or messages transferred in the communica-
tion network and operate as a diagnostics tool used to
monitor the operation and possible errors or malfunctions in
the communication network 140. The network analysis
system 130 may capture the messages from an interface of
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the communication network or directly from a network
element of the communication network. An example of the
interface is S1 interface of the UMTS LTE, and an example
of the network element is an evolved Node B of the UMTS
LTE. The network analysis system may thus be connected to
the interface to acquire the messages externally from the
network element or connected to the network element to
acquire the messages from an internal circuitry of the
network element. The network analysis system 130 may
comprise a display unit through which a user of the network
analysis system 130 may monitor the operation of the
communication network. The network analysis system may
output message sequence charts of one or more sessions to
the display unit, as shown in FIG. 1. FIG. 1 illustrates a
message sequence chart of a terminal device of the com-
munication network. The terminal device may be a mobile
station of a cellular communication system, for example.
The terminal device associated with the message sequence
chart may be identified in the display by its international
mobile subscriber identity (IMSI), for example. A message
sequence chart illustrates message flows in a determined part
or parts of the communication network 140, e.g. between
one or more network nodes of the communication network
or over one or more network interfaces. The message
sequence chart may show messages on one or more protocol
layers. In FIG. 1, the display illustrates control plane mes-
sages exchanged between a terminal device and a base
station of a cellular communication system, e.g. connection
establishment messages. The display further illustrates mes-
sages exchanged between the terminal device and a network
server on a higher protocol layer. These messages may be
understood as data plane messages in the sense that they
carry data traffic between the server and the terminal device
at least from the point of view of the cellular communication
system. The data plane messages in this example comprise
transport control protocol (TCP) synchronization messages,
a request to transfer payload data, and the actual payload
data transferred from the server to the terminal device. The
terminal device and the base station and/or another network
element of the cellular communication system may
exchange further control plane messages related to han-
dovers, radio resource management, etc. but the majority of
the exchanged messages may be data plane messages. The
control plane message may have a higher importance than
the data plane messages from the viewpoint of analysing the
operation of the network, and huge majority of the data
plane messages in the message sequence chart may compli-
cate the readability of the chart.

FIG. 2 illustrates a flow diagram of an embodiment of a
computer-implemented method for providing a compressed
display view of the message sequence chart. The method
may be carried out as a computer process defined by a
computer program product in a computer apparatus. Refer-
ring to FIG. 2, the method comprises acquiring messages
transferred in a communication network, wherein the mes-
sages are logically divided into control plane messages and
data plane messages and each message is associated with its
transmission direction (block 200). In block 202, the com-
puter apparatus causes display of the control plane messages
on a display screen in a message sequence chart and in a
form where each control plane message is displayed together
with a unidirectional indicator indicating the transmission
direction of the control plane message. In block 204, the
computer apparatus causes display of the data plane mes-
sages in the message sequence chart in a compressed form
with a single multidirectional indicator representing a plu-
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rality of data plane messages and indicating the transmission
directions of the plurality of data plane messages.

FIG. 3 illustrates the message sequence chart of FIG. 1 in
a compressed form where the plurality of data plane mes-
sages are compressed under a single message exchange
event represented by a character string representing the
message exchange event and a single multidirectional indi-
cator 302, e.g. a two-directional arrow, indicating directions
to which the messages comprised in the message exchange
event are transferred and at least end nodes involved in the
exchange of the messages. The control plane messages may
still be illustrated as individual messages together with a
unidirectional indicator 300, e.g. a unidirectional arrow. It
should be appreciated that the arrowhead may be replaced
by any other form that represents the direction of the
indicator, e.g. a circle, a square, a disk, or a dot.

In an embodiment, the control plane messages may be
compressed in the similar manner, e.g. the control plane
messages are displayed in the message sequence chart in a
compressed form with a single multidirectional indicator
representing a plurality of control plane messages and
indicating the transmission directions of the plurality of
control plane messages.

With respect to the compression logic, the plurality of
messages of the message sequence chart may be compressed
under the single multi-directional indicator on the basis of a
feature that is common to the plurality of messages. Such a
common feature may comprise at least one of the following:
the messages belong to the same application transferring the
data, the messages are transferred according to the same
communication protocol, the messages are all associated
with the same originating device and/or a destination device,
and the messages belong to the same message flow or
session. Any other common feature may be used as a basis
for the compression logic. The compression logic may be
selected by a user through settings of the computer program
which enables the user to compress those messages that are
of less importance to the user.

A text describing the compressed contents and illustrated
in connection with the multidirectional indicator may com-
prise the above-described common feature, e.g. the com-
pressed messages belong to the same request such as the
transport control protocol/hypertext transfer protocol (TCP/
HTTP) request illustrated in FIG. 3. In another embodiment,
the text comprises at least one of the following: an IMSI or
a mobile station international subscriber directory number
(MSISDN) of the terminal device or devices involved, a start
time and/or an end time of a session analysed, the number
of messages compressed and/or comprised in the session, a
status of the session, and an error indicator indicating that at
least one error has been detected in the session.

The multi-directional indicator 302 illustrated in FIG. 3
illustrates the transmission directions between two end
points, the terminal device and an internet server in this
example. In an embodiment where the compressed form of
a message sequence comprises messages transferred
amongst a number of displayed network nodes higher than
two, the multi-directional indicator may indicate the net-
work nodes involved in the transfer of messages. Referring
to FIG. 3, if the compressed form comprises messages
transferred between the terminal device and the internet
server and messages transterred between the terminal device
and the base station, the multi-directional indicator may
point to all of them (see indicator 306). The end points may
be illustrated in a similar manner as described above and an
additional indicator may be provided that indicates that the
message exchange involves also an intermediate node
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between the end points, e.g. the dot indicating the base
station in the indicator 306. The text describing the messages
compressed under the same multidirectional indicator 306
may again comprise any one of the above-described ele-
ments. For example, if the control plane messages of a
certain session are compressed under the indicator 306, the
text may comprise an identifier of the terminal device (UE)
owning the session, e.g. an IMSI or MSISDN, its session
identifier (illustrated in FIG. 3 by numeral “2”) and an
indicator of the control plane (CP) messages.

The compressed form may further comprise an expansion
component 304 which may be user-selectable. The expan-
sion component 304 may be selected to expand the com-
pressed form into an expanded display which is illustrated in
FIG. 4, Upon detecting a user input selecting the expansion
component 304 through a user interface of the computer
apparatus, the computer apparatus is configured to switch
the compressed form of FIG. 3 into the expanded display of
FIG. 4. In the expanded display of the data plane messages,
each data plane message is displayed together with unidi-
rectional indicator indicating the transmission direction of
the data plane message. Similarly, user selection of the
expansion component 308, the computer apparatus switches
the compressed form into the expanded display comprising
the messages exchanged between the internet server and the
terminal device and the messages exchanged between the
base station and the terminal device, each message displayed
together with a single unidirectional indicator indicating the
nodes between which the message is transferred and to
which direction.

Referring to the expanded display of FIG. 4, the expanded
display may comprise at least one user-selectable collapse
component 400 that may be used to switch back to the
compressed form. Upon detecting a user input selecting the
collapse component 400, the computer apparatus may
switch the expanded display of FIG. 4 into the compressed
display of FIG. 3. The collapse component 400 may be
displayed next to one or more of the new messages displayed
when switching to the expanded display. In the embodiment
of FIG. 4, all messages added when switching to the
expanded display are illustrated next to the collapse com-
ponent and each collapse component may have the same
function.

In an embodiment, the multiple display view provides a
higher number of hierarchy levels in the display. For
example, the grouping of messages may be provided on
multiple levels where each level is more detailed or generic
than the next level. Accordingly, selecting the expansion
component may cause the computer apparatus to provide the
next, more detailed level comprising more messages than
the previous level, and this next level may comprise another
expansion component that enables the user to select yet
more detailed level comprising even more messages dis-
played on the display screen. The number of hierarchy levels
may be selected according to the system design.

Now, let us describe the structure of the network analysis
system 130 and a process for capturing the messages from
the network and providing the display according to an
embodiment of invention. Referring to FIG. 5, the network
analysis system may comprise a network server 10 config-
ured to connect to the communication network 140 and to
capture the messages from the communication network 140.
The network server 10 may comprise a message capture and
analysis circuitry 12 or module configured to store the
captured messages in a message database 22 and/or higher
level call or session information associated with the captured
messages in a data record 24 (XDR). The data record 24 may
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comprise a call data record storing information on charac-
teristics of a voice or data call, a session data record
information on characteristics of a session, or a transaction
data record storing information on characteristics of a trans-
action. It may be understood that the message database 22
stores the captured messages in a processed form comprising
grouping of captured messages at least on some level, and
the data record stores a presentation of the a status and/or
one or more events of individual calls or sessions transfer-
ring the captured messages. The message database 22 and
the data record 24 may be stored in at least one memory 20
of the network server, e.g. on a hard drive. The at least one
memory 20 may further store computer program instructions
configuring the operation of the network server 10.

Referring to FIG. 6, the message capture and analysis
circuitry 12 may be configured to read a captured message
from a message capturing unit or from a file etc. in block
600. The message capture and analysis circuitry 12 may
further store the captured message as such in the message
database 22. In block 602, the message capture and analysis
circuitry 12 may decode and extract contents of the captured
message. In block 604, the message capture and analysis
circuitry 12 may analyse the contents of the captured mes-
sage and determine a call/session/transaction etc. of the
message and store the message in a corresponding record in
the message database 22. The message capture and analysis
circuitry 12 may further determine whether the message is a
control plane message or a data plane message and store the
message together with an indicator indicating the plane of
the message. The message capture and analysis circuitry 12
may carry out higher level functions as well, e.g. detect a
status of a call/session/transaction and/or occurrence of
errors from the contents of the messages. The Blocks 600 to
604 may be carried out for a plurality of messages captured
from the communication network 140. As a consequence,
the data record 24 now stores the captured messages as
grouped on the basis of their calls/sessions/transactions and
planes.

The network server further comprises a content parser
circuitry 14 configured to communicate with a client com-
puter 30 and to retrieve data from the memory according to
the requests received from the client computer. Before
describing the operation of the content parser circuitry 14,
let us describe the client computer 30. The client computer
30 may be used by the user monitoring the operation of the
communication network 140. The client computer may
comprise a user interface 38 comprising the above-described
display screen and at least one input device, e.g. a keyboard
and a pointing device such as a mouse. The client computer
may further comprise at least one memory 40 storing
computer program instructions 44 configuring the client
computer to carry out the above-described embodiments for
providing the display of the message sequence chart. The
client computer may further comprise a processing circuitry
32 comprising at least one processor. The processing cir-
cuitry 32 may comprise as a sub-circuitry a content extrac-
tion circuitry 36 configured to receive and extract contents
received from the network server and to output the extracted
contents to a display controller 34 configured to control the
display screen to display the extracted contents.

A communication interface 18 may be provided between
the network server 10 and the client computer 30. The
communication interface 18 may comprise components of
the network server 10, components of the client computer
30, and a physical communication medium between the
network server 10 and the client computer. The medium may
comprise one or more communication networks, e.g. the
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Internet, and communication circuitries in both the network
server 10 and the client computer 30. The communication
protocols employed may comprise any communication pro-
tocols employed in modern communication networks.

Let us now assume a situation where the user wants to
view the contents of the data record 24 of multiple calls or
sessions. The user may operate the user interface 38 of the
client computer 30 to select one or more calls or sessions for
review. The processing circuitry may then send a command
to the network server 10 to retrieve a record of selected calls
or sessions associated with the messages captured from the
communication network 140. The content parser 14 receiv-
ing the request through the communication interface 18 may
then acquire a corresponding record from the data record 24.
Table 1 illustrates a presentation of the contents retrieved by
the content parser 14, transferred over the communication
interface 18 from the network server 10 to the client com-
puter 30, and displayed in the display screen.

TABLE 1
ID (IMSI) Call Status Errors
N SET-P Errorl
N+1 SET-P No Errors

The presented contents may comprise an identifier for
each call, e.g. an international mobile subscriber identity
(IMSTI) used to uniquely identify terminal devices in modern
cellular communication systems. The contents may further
comprise a current call or session status and an indication
whether or not errors have occurred during the call or
session. Let us assume that the user wishes to examine the
reason for the errors detected in a given call or session, the
user may input a command to the client computer 10 to
acquire a message sequence chart associated with the
selected call or session. As a consequence, the client com-
puter 10 sends a request to the network server 10 to retrieve
messages associated with the selected call or session. The
request may comprise an indication whether a compressed
or expanded display is requested. Upon receiving the
request, the content parser 14 may access the message
database 22 and retrieve the messages transferred during the
requested call or session, and send the messages to the client
computer. The content parser may then collect the requested
messages (block 606) from the message database 22 and
send the collected messages to the client computer for
display. In an embodiment where the request specifies the
compressed or expanded form, the content parser may carry
out the compression if such is requested and transfer only the
compressed information to the client computer. In other
embodiments, the content parser 14 retrieves the full details
of the messages and their transmission directions and sends
a complete set of information to the client computer. The
content extraction circuitry may then carry out the compres-
sion by grouping the data plane and/or control plane mes-
sages according to a determined criterion, selecting a com-
mon character string to the grouped messages, determining
all transmission directions used in the grouped messages and
selecting a multi-directional indicator representing all the
transmission directions, and outputting the character string
and the multi-directional indicator to the display controller.
The display controller may then cause the display screen to
display the received message sequence chart (block 608).

In the embodiment where the content parser 14 sends only
the compressed information and the compressed information
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is displayed on the display screen, e.g. the display screen of
FIG. 3, let us assume that the user wishes to see the
expanded view by selecting the expansion component 304 or
308. As a consequence, the client computer may instruct the
network server 10 to provide the expanded view of the
selected messages that are compressed behind the character
string and the multi-directional indicator 302 associated with
the selected expansion component 304. Accordingly, the
client computer may change the settings (block 610) accord-
ing to which the content parser 14 provides the message
sequence chart. In response, the content parser 14 may
retrieve from the message database the requested message
sequence (block 606) and send it to the client computer for
displaying the expanded view in block 608.

As used in this application, the term “circuitry’ refers to all
of the following: (a) hardware-only circuit implementations
such as implementations in only analog and/or digital cir-
cuitry; (b) combinations of circuits and software and/or
firmware, such as (as applicable): (i) a combination of
processor(s) or processor cores; or (ii) portions of
processor(s)/software including digital signal processor(s),
software, and at least one memory that work together to
cause an apparatus to perform specific functions; and (c)
circuits, such as a microprocessor(s) or a portion of a
microprocessor(s), that require software or firmware for
operation, even if the software or firmware is not physically
present.

This definition of “circuitry” applies to all uses of this term
in this application. As a further example, as used in this
application, the term “circuitry” would also cover an imple-
mentation of merely a processor (or multiple processors) or
portion of a processor, e.g. one core of a multi-core proces-
sor, and its (or their) accompanying software and/or firm-
ware. The term “circuitry” would also cover, for example
and if applicable to the particular element, a baseband
integrated circuit, an application-specific integrated circuit
(ASIC), and/or a field-programmable grid array (FPGA)
circuit for the apparatus according to an embodiment of the
invention.

The processes or methods described in FIGS. 2 to 5 may
also be carried out in the form of a computer process defined
by a computer program. The computer program may be in
source code form, object code form, or in some intermediate
form, and it may be stored in some sort of carrier, which may
be any entity or device capable of carrying the program.
Such carriers include transitory and/or non-transitory com-
puter media, e.g. a record medium, computer memory,
read-only memory, electrical carrier signal, telecommunica-
tions signal, and software distribution package. Depending
on the processing power needed, the computer program may
be executed in a single electronic digital processing unit or
it may be distributed amongst a number of processing units.

The present invention is applicable to the client computer
and/or the network server comprised in the above-described
network analysis system. The communication protocols
used in the monitored communication networks, the speci-
fications of networks, and their network elements and ter-
minal devices develop rapidly. Such development may
require extra changes to the described embodiments. There-
fore, all words and expressions should be interpreted
broadly and they are intended to illustrate, not to restrict, the
embodiment. It will be obvious to a person skilled in the art
that, as technology advances, the inventive concept can be
implemented in various ways. The invention and its embodi-
ments are not limited to the examples described above but
may vary within the scope of the claims.
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The invention claimed is:
1. A method for outputting a message sequence chart in a

computer apparatus, the method comprising:

acquiring messages transferred in a communication net-
work between at least two nodes, wherein the messages
are logically divided into control plane messages and
data plane messages and each message is associated
with its transmission direction;

causing display of the at least two nodes and the control

10

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

causing display of an expansion component in connection
with the compressed form of the data plane messages;
and

detecting a user input selecting the expansion component
and, in response to the detection, providing an
expanded display of the data plane messages, wherein
each data plane message is displayed together with
unidirectional indicator indicating the transmission

1 disol i th 10 direction of the data plane message.
plane Messages on a dispiay screen 1 the message 7. The method of claim 1, wherein the messages are
sequence chart and in a form where each control plane . .
N . g acquired from a network interface connected to a network
message is displayed together with a unidirectional A -
. NP L L element of the communication network through which the
indicator indicating the transmission direction of the messages are transferred in the communication network.
control plane message be.:tween. the.: at 1ea§t twp nodes o g Ap apparatus, comprising:
such that the unidirectional indicator is displayed at least one processor; and
between the at least two nodes while the data plane at least one memory including a computer program code,
messages in the message sequence chart in a com- wherein the at least one memory and the computer
pressed form with a single multidirectional indicator program code are configured, with the at least one
representing a plurality of data plane messages and 20 processor, to cause the apparatus to:
indicating the transmission directions of the plurality of acquire messages transferred in a communication network
data plane messages between the at least two nodes between at least two nodes, wherein the messages are
such that the single multidirectional indicator is dis- logically divided into control plane messages and data
played between the at least two nodes; plane messages and each message is associated with its
wherein the method is carried out in a client computer; 25 transmission direction;
wherein said acquiring step further comprises receiving cause display of the at least two nodes and the control
the data plane messages from a network server in the plane messages on a display screen in a message
compressed form, and the method further comprising: sequence chart and in a form where each control plane
causing display of an expansion component in connection message 1s (ﬁsp}ayed together . W,lth a um(,hr ectional
with the compressed form of the data plane messages; 30 indicator indicating the transmission direction of the
and control plane message between the at least two nodes
d . . . . such that the unidirectional indicator is displayed
etecting a user input selecting the expansion component b . . .
. . . etween the at least two nodes while causing display of
and, in response to the detection, sending a request to the data bl i th hart
. plane messages in the message sequence ¢
Fhe netwgrk server to provide a more complete set of 5 in a compressed form with a single multidirectional
1nf01.‘n?at10n.on the data plane messages ar}d, upon indicator representing a plurality of data plane mes-
receiving said more complete set of information from sages and indicating the transmission directions of the
the network server, providing an expanded display of plurality of data plane messages between the at least
the data plane messages, wherein each data plane two nodes such that the single multidirectional indictor
message is displayed together with unidirectional indi- 4¢ is displayed between the at least two nodes;
cator indicating the transmission direction of the data wherein the apparatus is a client computer, and wherein
plane message. the at least one memory and the computer program
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: code are configured, with the at least one processor, to
grouping the data plane messages together on the basis of cause the client computer to:
a common feature selected from at least one of the 45  receive the data plane messages from a network server in
following: application, communication protocol, origi- the compressed form, cause display of an expansion
nating device, destination device, flow, session; and component in connection with the compressed form of
displaying the data plane messages of a group in the the data plane messages; and
compressed form. detect a user input selecting the expansion component
3. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 50 and, in response to the detection, sending a request to
causing display of the control plane messages in the the network server to provide a more complete set of
message sequence chart in a compressed form with a information on the data plane messages and, upon
single multidirectional indicator representing a plural- receiving said more complete set of information from
ity of control plane messages and indicating the trans- the network server, provide an expanded display of the
mission directions of the plurality of control plane 55 data plane messages, wherein each data plane message

messages.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising:

grouping the control plane messages together on the basis
of a common feature selected from at least one of the
following: application, communication protocol, origi-
nating device, destination device, flow, session; and

displaying the control plane messages of a group in the
compressed form.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the method is carried

is displayed together with unidirectional indicator indi-
cating the transmission direction of the data plane
message.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the at least one

60 memory and the computer program code are configured,

with the at least one processor, to cause the apparatus to:

group the data plane messages together on the basis of a
common feature selected from at least one of the
following: application, communication protocol, origi-

nating device, destination device, flow, session; and
cause display of the data plane messages of a group in the
compressed form.

out in a client computer, said acquiring further comprising 65
receiving the data plane messages from a network server in
the compressed form.
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10. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the at least one
memory and the computer program code are configured,
with the at least one processor, to cause the apparatus to
cause display of the control plane messages in the message
sequence chart in a compressed form with a single multidi-
rectional indicator representing a plurality of control plane
messages and indicating the transmission directions of the
plurality of control plane messages.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the at least one

memory and the computer program code are configured, 10

with the at least one processor, to cause the apparatus to:
group the control plane messages together on the basis of
a common feature selected from at least one of the
following: application, communication protocol, origi-
nating device, destination device, flow, session; and
cause the display of the control plane messages of a group
in the compressed form.

12. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the apparatus is a
client computer, and wherein the at least one memory and
the computer program code are configured, with the at least
one processor, to cause the client computer to receive the
data plane messages from a network server in the com-
pressed form.

13. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the at least one
memory and the computer program code are configured,
with the at least one processor, to cause the apparatus to:

cause display of an expansion component in connection

with the compressed form of the data plane messages;
and

detect a user input selecting the expansion component

and, in response to the detection, providing an
expanded display of the data plane messages, wherein
each data plane message is displayed together with
unidirectional indicator indicating the transmission
direction of the data plane message.

14. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the messages are
acquired from a network interface connected to a network
element of the communication network through which the
messages are transferred in the communication network.

15. A computer program product embodied on a non-
transitory distribution medium readable by a computer and
comprising program instructions which, when loaded into an

15
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apparatus, execute a computer process for outputting a
message sequence chart in the apparatus, the process com-
prising:
acquiring messages transferred in a communication net-
work between at least two nodes, wherein the messages
are logically divided into control plane messages and
data plane messages and each message is associated
with its transmission direction;
causing display of the at least two nodes and the control
plane messages on a display screen in the message
sequence chart and in a form where each control plane
message is displayed together with a unidirectional
indicator indicating the transmission direction of the
control plane message between the at least two nodes
such that the unidirectional indicator is displayed
between the at least two nodes while the data plane
messages in the message sequence chart in a com-
pressed form with a single multidirectional indicator
representing a plurality of data plane messages and
indicating the transmission directions of the plurality of
data plane messages between the at least two nodes
such that the single multidirectional indicator is dis-
played between the at least two nodes;
wherein the process is carried out in a client computer;
wherein said acquiring step further comprises receiving
the data plane messages from a network server in the
compressed form, and the process further comprising:
causing display of an expansion component in connection
with the compressed form of the data plane messages;
and
detecting a user input selecting the expansion component
and, in response to the detection, sending a request to
the network server to provide a more complete set of
information on the data plane messages and, upon
receiving said more complete set of information from
the network server, providing an expanded display of
the data plane messages, wherein each data plane
message is displayed together with unidirectional indi-
cator indicating the transmission direction of the data
plane message.



